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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED. 


[By Joun Wescey, M. A.] 
J 
That to the height of this great argument 


I may affert eternal Providence, ;, 
And juftify the ways of God with man. Mitton. 


1. AM inclined to believe, that many of thofe who en- 
I joy the faith which worketh by love, may remember 
fome time when the power of the Higheft wrought upon ‘i 
them in an eminent manner; when the voice of the Lord A 
laid the mountains low, brake all the rocks in pieces, and 5 
mightily fhed abroad his love in their hearts, by the Holy “ 
Ghoft given unto thgm. And at that time, it is certain 
they had no power t0 reff? the grace of GOD. They 
were then no more able to ftop the courfe of that torrent G 
whieliearried all before it, than to ftem the waves of the ; 
fea with their hand, or to ftay the fun in the mid{t of hea- 
ven. 





II. And the children of GOD may continually obferve, 
how his love leads them on from faith to faith; with what 
tendernefs he watches over their fouls ; with what care. he 
brings them back if they go aftray, and then upholds their 
going in his path, that their footfteps may not flide. They 
Vou. I. Dd cannot 
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cannot but obferve, how unwilling he is, to let them go 
from ferving him: and how, notwithftanding the ftubborn- 
nefs of their wills, and the wildnefs of their paffions, he 
goes on in his work, conquering and to conquer, till he 
put all his enemies under his feet. 


III. The further this work is carried on in their hearts, 
the more earneitly do they cry out, Net unto us, O Lord, 
but unto thy name give the praife, for thy mercy and for thy 
truth’s fake. The more deeply are they convinced, that 
by grace we are faved; not of works, lft any man fhould 
boaft: that we are not pardoned and accepted with GOD, 
for the fake of any thing we have done, but wholly and 
folely for the fake of Chrift, of what he hath done and 
fuffered for us. ‘The more affuredly likewife do they know 
that the condition of this acceptance is faith alone: before 
which gift of GOD no good work can be done, none 
which hath not in it the nature of fin. 


IV. How ca//y then may a believer infer, from what he 


Hath experienced in his own foul, that the true grace of 
GOD always works irref/ifibly in every believer: that GOD 
will finith wherever he has begun this work, fo that it is 
impoffble for any believer to fall from grace: and laftly, 
that the reafon why GOD gives this to fome only, and 
not to others, is becaufe of his own will: without any 
previous regard either to their faith or works, he hath abe 
folutely, unconditionally predeftinated them to life, before the 
foundation of the world. 


V. Agreeable hereto, in the Proteftant confeffien of 
faith, drawn up at Paris, in the year 1559, we have thefe 
words: Article 12. 

“© We believe, that out of the general corruption and 
condemnation in which all men are plunged, GOD draws 
thofe whom in his eternal and unalterable counfel he has 
elected by his goodnefs and mercy, through our Lord Je- 
ofus* Chrilt, without confidering their works, leaving the 
others in the fame corruption and condemnation.” 


VI. To 
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VI. To the fame effe& fpeak the Dutch divines, afiem- 
bled at Dort, in the year 1618. ‘Their words are: Arti- 
cle 6. et /eq- 

“© Whereas, in procefs of time, GOD beftowed faith 
on fome, and not on others, this proceeds from his eternal 
decrees. —According to which he foftens the hearts of the 
eleét, and leaveth them that are not elect in their wick- 
ednefs and hardnefs. 

« And herein is difcovered the difference put between 
men equally lofty, that is to fay,, the decree of Election and 
Reprobation. “\; 

« Election is, \ the unchangeable decree of GOD, by 
which, before the foundation of the world, he hath cho- 
fen in Chrift unto falvation a fet number of men. This 
Elcétion is one and the fame of all who are to be faved. 

«© Not all men are elected, but fome are not elected; 
whom GOD in his unchangeable good-pleafure hath de- 
creed to leave in the common mifery, and not to beftow 
faving faith upon them; but leaving them in their own 
ways, at lait to condemn and punith them everlaftingly for 
their unbelief, and alfo for their other fins. And this is 
the decree of Reprobation.” 


VII. Likewife, in the confeffion of faith fet forth by 
the aflembly of Englith and Scotch divines, in the year 
1646, are thefe words, chap. iil. 

“ GOD from all eternity did unchangeably ordain what- 
foever comes to pafs. 

«« By the decree of GOD, for the manifeftation of his 
glory, fome men and angels are predeftinated unto ever- 
laiting life, and others fore-ordained to everlatting death. 

«© Thefe angels and men, thus predeftinated and fore- 
ordained, are particularly and unchangeably defigned, and 
their number fo certain and definite, that it cannot be ei- 
ther increafed or diminifhed. 

“ ‘Thofe of mankind that are predeftinated unto life, 
GOD, before the foundation of the world — hath chofen 
in Chrift unto everlatting glory — without any forelight of 
faith or good works, 
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“ The reft of mankind, GOD was pleafed — for the 
glory of his fovereign power over his creatures, to pafs by, 
and to ordain them to difhonour and wrath.” 

No lefs exprefs are Mr. Ca/vin’s words, in his Chriflian 
Inflitutions, chap. xxi. fect. 1. 

« All men are not created for the fame end; but fome 
are fore-ordained to eternal life, others to eternal damna- 
tion. So according as every man was created for the one 
end or the other, we fay, he was elected, i. e. predettinat- 
ed to life, or reprobated, i. e. predeftinated to damna- 


, 99 
tion. 


VIII. Indeed there are fome who affert the decree of 
Election, and not the decree of Reprobation. ‘They af- 
fert, that GOD hath by a pofitive, unconditional decree, 
chofen fome to life and falvation: but not that he hath by 
any fuch decree, devoted the reft of mankind to deftruc- 
tion. Thefe are they to whom I would addrefs myfelf 
firft: and let me befeech you, brethren, by the mercies 
of GOD, to lift up your hearts to him, and to beg of 
him to free you from all prepoffeffion, from the prejudices 
even of your tender years, and from whatfoever might 
hinder the light of GOD from fhining in upon your fouls : 
let us calmly and fairly weigh thefe things, in the balance 
of the fanctuary ; and let all be done in love and mecknefs 
of wifdom, as becomes thofe who are fighting under one 
Captain, and who humbly hope they are joint-heirs through 
him of the glory which fhall be revealed. 

I am verily perfuaded, that in the uprightnefs of your 
heart, you defend the decree of unconditional Election: 
even in the fame uprightnefs wherein you reject and ab- 
hor that of unconditional Reprobation. But confider, I 
entreat you, whether you are confiftent with yourfelves: 
confider, whether this Election can be feparate from Re- 
probation ; whether one of them does not imply the other, 
fo that in holding one, you mutt hold both. 


IX. That this was the judgment of thofe who had the 


moft deeply confidered the nature of thefe decrees, of the 
aflembly 
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affembly of Englifh and Scotch divines, of the reformed 
churches both in France and the Low-Countries, and of Mr. 
Calvin himfelf, appears from their own words, beyond all 
poflibility of contradiction. « Out of the general corrup- 
« tion” (faith the French church) « he Stl thofe whom 
«¢ he hath elected ; leaving the others in the fame corrup- 
“ tion, according to his immoveable decree.” “ By the 
« decree of GOD” (fays the aflembly of Englifh and 
Scotch divines) “ fome are.predeftinated unto cveristing 
‘ life, others, fore-ordained to everlafting death.” « GOD 
hath once for all” (faith Mr. Calvin) “ appointed, by 
an eternal and unchangeable decree, to whom he would 
give falvation, and whom he would devote to deftruc- 
tion.” Jn/?, cap. iii. fect. 7. Nay, it is obfervable, Mr. 
Calvin {peaks with utter contempt and difdain of all, who 
endeavour to feparate the one from the other, who aflert 
Eleétion without Reprobation. Many” (fays he) « as 
“ it were to excufe GOD, own Election, and deny Re- 
probation. But this is quite filly and childifh. For 
Election cannot ftand without Reprobation. Whom 
GOD pafies by, thofe he reprobates. It is one and the 
fame thing.” Jnl. 1. 3. c. 23. fect. 1. 


X. Perhaps, upon deeper confideration, you will find 
yourtelves of the fame judgment. It may be, you alfo 
hold Reprobation, though you know it not. Do not you 
believe, that GOD who made one vefftl unto honour, hath 
made another unto eternal difhonour? Do not you believe, 
that the men who turn the grace of our GOD into lafcivi- 
oufne/s, were before ordained of GOD unto this condemnation? 
Do not you think, that for this fame purpofe, GOD raifed 
*haraoh wp, that he might fhew his fovereign power in his 
deftruction?. And that Faccb have I loved, but Efau have 
I hated, refers to their eternal ftate? Why then you hold 
abfolute Reprobation; and you think “jaw and Pharaoh 
were inftances of it: as well as all thofe ve/els made uiito 
difbonsur, thofe men before ordained unto condemnation. 


Xi. Te 
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XI. To fet this matter in a {till clearer light, you need 
only aniwer one queftion. Is any man faved, who is not 
elected? Is it poflible, that any not elected, fhould be 
faved? Hf you fay, No, you put an end to the doubt. 
You efpoufe Election and Reprobation together. You 
confirm Mr. Ca/vin’s words, that without Reprobation, 
«“ Election itfelf cannot ftand.” Youwallow, though you 
were not fenfible of it before, that “ whom GOD eleéts 
« not, them he reprobates..” 

‘Try whether it be poflible, in any particular cafe, to fe- 
parate Election from Reprobation. ‘Take one of thofe who 
are fuppofed not to be ele€ted; one whom GOD hath not 
chofen unto life and falvation. Can this man be faved from 
fn and hell? You anfwer, “ No.”—Why not? « Be- 
«* caute he is not elected. Becaufe GOD hath unchange- 
«« ably decreed, to fave fo many fouls and no more; and 
« he is not of that number. Him GOD hath decreed to 
« pafs by; to leave him to everlafting deftruction: in con- 
« fequence of which irrefiftible decree, the man _ perifhes 
«¢ everlaftingly.”. O, my brethren, how {mall is the dif- 


ference between this and a broad, bare-faced reproba- 
tion. 


XII. Let me entreat you to make this cafe your own. 
In the midft of life you are in death; your foul is dead 
while you live, if you live in fin, if you do not live to 
GOD. And who can deliver you from the body of this 
death? Only the grace of GOD in Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
But GOD hath decreed to give this grace to others only, 
and not to you: to leave you in unbelief and {piritual death, 
and for that unbelief to punifh you with death everlafting. 
Well then mayeift thou cry, even till thy throat is dry, “ O 
wretched man that am!” For an unchangeable, irrefifti- 
ble decree itandeth between thee and the very poflibility of 
falvation. Go now, and find out how to fplit the hair, 
. between thy being reprobated, and not-elected: how to fe- 
parate Reprobation, in its moit effectual fenfe, from un- 
couditional Election. 


XIII. Acknows- 
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XII. Acknowledge then, that you hold Reprobation. 
Avow it in the face of the fun. To be confiitent with 
yourfelf you muft openly affert, that * without Reproba- 
*¢ tion this EleQion cannot ftand.” You know it cannot. 
You know if GOD hath fixed a decree, that the/e men only 
fhall be faved, in fuch a decree it is manifeftly implied, that 
all other men fhall be damned. If GOD hath decreed, that 
this part of mankind, and no more, {hall live eternally, you 
cannot but fee, it is therein decreed, “ that the other part 
fhall never fee life.” O, let us.deal ingenuoufly with each 
other! What we really hold, let us openly profefs. And 
if Reprobation be the truth, it will bear the light; for 
the word of our GOD fhall fand for ever. 


XIV. Now then, without any extenuation on the one 
hand, or exaggeration on the other, let us look upon this 
doctrine (call it what you pleafe) naked, and in its native 
colour. Before the foundations of the world were laid, 
‘GOD of his own mere will and pleafure, fixed a decree 
concerning all the children of men who fhould be born un- 
to the end of the world. This decree was unchangeable 
with regard to GOD, and irrefiftible with regard to man. 
And herein it was ordained, that one part of mankind 
fhould be faved from fin and hell, and all the reft left to 
perifh for ever and ever, without help, without hope. 
That none of thefe fhould have that grace, which alone 
could prevent their dwelling with everlafting burnings, 
GOD decreed for this caufe alone, * becaufe it was his 
*¢ good pleafure :” and for this end, “ to fhew forth his 
«¢ glorious power, and his fovereignty over all the 
“© earth.” 


XV. Now can you, upon reflection, believe this? Per- 
haps you will fay. « I do not think about it.” That will 
never do. You not only think about it (though it may be, 
confufedly) but {peak about it too, whenever you fpeak of 
unconditional EleClion. You do not think about it! What 
do you mean? Do you never think about E/au or Pharaoh? 
Or in general, about ‘a certain number of fouls, whom alone 
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GOD hath decreed to fave? Why in that very thought 
Reprobation lurks: it entered your heart the very moment 
that entered: it ftays as long as that ftays: and you cannot 
{peak that thought without {peaking of Reprobation. True, 
it is covered with fig-leaves, fo that a heedicfs eye may not 
obferve it to Be there. But if you narrowly obferve, un- 
conditional Election cannot appear, without the cloven foot 


of Reprobation. 


XVI. But do not the feriptures fpeak of //eéion ? They 
fay, St. Paul was “ an eleéed or chofen veffel:” Nay, 
and {peak of great numbers of men, as * e/eé, according 
«« to the fore-knowledge of GOD.” You cannot there- 
«© fore deny, there is fuch a thing as Eléécfion. And if 
«¢ there be, what do you mean by it ?” 

I will tell you, in all plainnefs and fimplicity. I believe 
it commonly means one of thefe two things; firft, a di- 
vine appointment of fome particular men, to do fome par- 
ticular work in the world. And this Election I believe to 
be not only perfonal, but abfolute and unconditional. 
Thus Cyrus was eleced to rebuild the temple, and St. Pauf, 
with the twelve, to preach the gofpel. But I do not find 
this to have any neceflary connection with eternal happi- 
neis. Nay, it is plain, it has not: for one who is elected 
in this fenfe, may yet be loft eternally. Have I not chofen 
(elected) you tavelve ? faith our Lord: yet one of you hath a 
devil. Fudas, you fee, was elected as well as the reft: yet 
is his lot with the devil and his angels. 

[Continued at page 261.] 


er 
SERMON XVIL 


On ROMANS XV. 2. 


Let every one of us pleafe his neighbour for his good to edifcation. 


I. NDOUBTEDLY the duty. here preferibed is 
incumbent on all mankind: at leaft on every one 
of 
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of thole, to whom are intrufted the oracles of GOD. For 
it is here enjoined to every one without exception, that 
names the name of Chrift. And the perfon whom every 
one is commanded to pleafe is Ais neighbour, that is, every 
child of man. Only we are to remember here, what the 
fame apottle {peaks upon a fimilar occafion. Jf it be poffible, 
as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. In like 
manner we are to pleafe all men, if it be poffible, as much 
as lieth in us: but ftrictly {peaking, it is not poflible: it is 
what no man ever did, nor ever will perform. But fup- 
pofe we ufe our utmoft diligence, be the event as it may, 
we fulfil our duty. 

2. We may farther obferve, in how admirable a manner 
the apoftle limits this direction: otherwife, were it purfued 
without any limitation, it might produce the moft mif- 
chievous confequences. We are directed to pleafe them 
for their good: not barely for the fake of pleafing them, 
or pleafing ourfelves: much lefs of pleafing them to their 
hurt, which is fo frequently done: indeed continually done, 
by thofe who do not love their neighbour as themfelves. 
Nor is it only their temporal good, which we are to aim 
at in pleafing our neighbour; but what is of infinitely 
greater confequence, we are to do it for their edification: 
in fuch a manner as may conduce to their {piritual and 
eternal good. We are fo to pleafe them, that the pleafure 
may not perifh in the ufing, but may redound to their laft- 
ing advantage: may make them wifer and better, holier 
and happier, both in time and in eternity. 

3» Many are the treatifes and difcourfes which have been 
publifhed on this important fubje@t. But all of them that 
I have either feen or heard, were miferably defective. 
Hardly one of them propofed the right end: one and all 
had fome lower defign in pleafing men, than to fave their 
fouls, to build them up in love and holinefs. Of confe- 
quence, they were not likely “to, propofe the right means, 
for the attainment of that end.One celebrated tract of 
this kind, entitled The Courtier, -was.publithed in Spain, 
about two hundred years ago, and tfdiflated into various 
languages. But it has nothing to do withivedification, and 

VoL. I. Ee¢ i3 
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is therefore quite wide of the mark. Another treatife, eti- 
titled The Compleat Courtier,was pu blithed in our country, 
in the reign of king Charles the Second, and (as it feems) 
by a retainer to his court: in this there are feveral very 
fenfible advices, concerning our outward behaviour: and 
-many little improprieties in word or action are obferved, 
whereby men difpleafe others without intending it: but 
this author likewife has no view at all to the fpiritual or 
eternal good of his neighbour. Seventy or eighty years 
ago another book was printed in London, entitled The Art 
of Pleafing. But as it was wrote in a languid manner, and 
contained only common, trite obfervations, it was not like- 
ly to be of ufe to men of underftanding, and {till lefs to 
men of piety. 

4. But it may be afked, Has not the fubjeét been fince 
treated of by a writer of a very different character? Is 
it not exhaufted, by one who was himfelf a confummate 
matter of the art of pleafing? And who writing to one he 
tenderly loved, to a favourite fon, gives him all the advices 
which his great underftanding, improved by various learn- 
ing, and the experience of many years, and much con- 
verfe with all forts of men, could fuggeft? I mean the 
late lord Cheflerfield, the general darling of all the Jri/, ‘as 
well as the Englifh nation. * 

5. The means of pleafing which this wife and indul- 


gent parent continually and earneftly recommends to his 
darling child, and on which he doubtlefs formed both his 
tempers and outward conduct, 


<«« Till death untimely ftopp’d his tuneful tongue,” 


were, firft, Making hve (in the grofleft fenfe) to all the 
marricd women, whom he conveniently could. (Single 
women he advifes him to refrain from, for fear of difa- 
greeable confequences.) Secondly, Conftant and careful 
diffimulation, always wearing a maik: trufting no man up- 
on earth, fo as to let him know his real thoughts, but per- 
petually feeming to mean what he did not mean, and feem- 
ing to be what he was not. ‘Thirdly, Well-devifed /pying to 

all 
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all forts. of people, fpeaking what was fartheft from his 
heart: and in particular flattering men, women, and chil- 
dren, as the infallible way of pleafing them. 

It needs no great art to fhew that this is not the way to 
pleafe our neighbour for his good, or to edification. I fhall 
endeavour to fhew, that there is a better way of doing it; 
and indeed a way diametrically oppofite to this. It confiits 

I. In removing hinderances out of the way, and 

If. In ufing the means that directly tend to this end. 

I. 1. I advife all that defire.to pleafe their neighbour for 
his good to edification, firft, To remove all hinderances out 
of the way; or, in other words, to avoid every thing which 
tends to difpleafe wife and good men, men of found under- 
ftanding and real piety. Now cruelty, malice, envy, hatred, 
and revenge, are difpleafing to all wife and good men, to 
all who are endued with found underftanding and genuine 
picty. ‘There is likewife another temper, pearly related to 
thefe, only in a lower kind, and which is ufually found in 
‘common lite, wherewith men in general are not pleafed. 
We commonly call it i//-nature. With all poflible care 
avoid all thefe: nay, and whatever bears any refemblance 
to them: as fournefs, fternnefs, fullennefs, on the one 
hand; peevifhnefs and fretfulncfs, on the other; if ever 
you hope to plea/e your neighbour for his good to edification. 

2. Next to cruelty, malice, and fimilar tempers, with 
the words and actions that naturally fpring therefrom, no- 
thing is more difguitful, not only to perfons of fenfe and 
religion, but even to the generality of men, than pride, 
haughtine/s of tpirit, and its genuine fruit, an a/ieming are 
rogant overbearing behaviour. Even uncommon learning 
joined with thining talents, will not make amends for this: 
but a man of eminent endowments, if he be eminently 
haughty, will be deipifed by many, and difliked by all. OF 
this the famous matter of Trinity college in Cambridge, 
was a remarkable inftance. How few perfons of his time 
had a ftronger underftanding or deeper learning than Dr. 
Bentley? And yet how few were lefs beloved ? Unlefs one 
who was little, if at all inferior to him in fenfe or learne 
ing, and equally diflant from humility, the author of the 

Divine 
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Divine Legation of Mo/es. Whoever therefore defires to 
pleafe his neighbour for his good, muft take eare of fplit- 
ting upon this rock. Otherwife the fame pride which im- 
pels him to feek the efteem of his neighbour, will infalli- 
bly hinder his attaining it. 

3- Almoft as difguitful to the generality of men as Haugh- 
tine/s itfelf, is a paffionate temper and behaviour. Men of 
a tender difpofition are afraid even to converfe with perfons 
of this {pirit. And others are not fond of their acquaint- 
ance, as frequently (perhaps when they expected nothing 
lefs) meeting with fhocks, which if they bear for the pre- 
fent, yet they do not willingly put themfelves in the way 
of meeting with them again. Hence paflionate men have 
feldom many friends; at leaft, not for any length of time. 
Crowds indeed may attend them for a feafon, efpeciaily 
when it may promote their intereft. But they are ufvally 
difgufted one after another, and fall off like leaves in au- 
tumn. If therefore you defire laftingly to pleale your 
neighbour for his good, by_all poflible means avoid violent 
paflion. 

4. Yea, and if you defire to pleafe, even on this ac- 
count, take that advice of the apoftle, Put away all lying. 
It is the remark of an ingenious author, that of all vices 
lying never yet found an apologift, that would openly plead 
in its favour, whatever his private fentiments might be. 
But it fhould be remembered, Mr. Addifon went to a better 
world, before Lord Chefferfield’s letters were publifhed. 
Perhaps his apology for it was the beft that ever was, or 
can be made for fo bad a caufe. But after all, the labour 
he has beftowed upon it “ has only femblance of worth; 
“snot fubftance.” It has no folidity in it; it is nothing 
better than a fhining phantom. And as lying can never 
be commendable or innocent, fo neither can it be pleafing : 
at leaft, when it is ftript of its difguife, and appears in 
its own fhape. Confequently it ought to be carefully avoid- 
ed by all thofe who with to pleafe their neighbour for his 
good to edification. 

5- But is not flattery, a man may fay, one fpecies of 
lying? And has not this been allowed in all ages, to be 

the 
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the fure means of pleafing? Has not a late witty writer, in 
his « Sentimental Journey,” related fome ftriking inilances 
of this? I anfwer, It is true. Flattery is pleafing for 
awhile, and that not only to weak minds: as the defire of 
praife, whether deferved or undeferved, is planted in every 
child of man. But it is pleafing only for awhile. As 
foon as the mafk drops off, as foon as it appears that the 
{peaker meant nothing by his foit words, we are pleafed no 
longer. Every man’s own experience teaches him this. 
And we all know, that if a man continues to flatter, after 
his infincerity is difcovered, it is difguftful, not agreeable. 
Therefore even this fafhionable fpecies of lying is to be 
avoided, by all that are defirous of pleafing their neigh- 
bour, to his lafting advantage. . 

6. Nay, whoever defires to do this, muft remember, that 
not only /ying, in every f{pecies of it, but even difimulation, 
(which is nof the fame with lying, though nearly related to 
it) is difpleafing to men of underftanding, though they 
have not religion. Terence reprefents even an old heathen, 
when it was imputed to him, as anfwering with indigna- 


. 


tion, 
“ Simulare non of meum.” 


«¢ Diffimulation is no part of my chara¢ter.” 





Guile, fubtlety, cunning, the whole art of deceiving, by 
whatever terms it is exprefled, is not accounted an accom- 
plifhment by wife men; but is indeed an abomination to 
them. And even thofe who practife it moft, who are 
the greateft artificers of fraud, are not pleafed with it in 
other men, neither are fond of converfing with thofe that 
practife it on themfelves. Yea, the greateft deceivers are 
greatly difpleafed at them that play their own arts upon 
them. 

II. Now if cruelty, malice, envy, hatred, revenge, ill- 
nature; if pride and haughtinefs; if irrational anger; if 
lying and diilimulation, together with guile, fubtlety, and 
Gunning, are all and every one difpleafing to all men, efpe- 


cially 
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erally to wife and good men, we may eafily gather from 
hence, what is the fure way to pleafe them for their good 
to edification. Only we are to remember, that there are 
thofe in every time and place, whom we muft not expect 
to pleafe. We muft not therefore be furprifed, when we 
mect with men, who are not to be pleafed any way. It is 
now as it was of old, when our Lord himfelf complained, 
Whereunto fhall I liken the men of this generation? They are 
like unto children fitting in the market-place, and faying to each 
ether, We have piped unto you, but ye have not danced; we 
Bave mourned unto yorty but ye have not wept. But leaving 
theie froward ones to themfelves, we may reafonably hope 
to pleafe others, by a careful and {teady obfervation of the 
few directions following. 

1. Firft, Let /ve not vifit you as a tranfient gueft, but 
be the conftant, ruling temper of your foul. See that 
your heart be filled at all times and on all occafions, with 
real, undiilembled benevolence, not to thofe only that love 
yew, but to every foul of man. Let it pant in your heart, 
ket it fparkle im your eyes, Iet it fhine in all your actions. 
Whenever you open your lips, let it be with love, and let 
there be in your tongue the law of kindnefs. Your word 
will then diflil as the rain, and as the dew upon the 
tender herb. Be not ftraitened or limited in your affection, 
but let it embrace every child of man. Every one that is 
born of 2 woman, has a claim to your good-will. You 
owe this not to fome, but to all. And let all men know, 
that you defire both their temporal and eternal happinefs 
as fincerely as you do your own. 

2. Secondly, If you would pleafe your neighbour for 
his good, ftudy to be /w/y in heayt. Be little and vile in 
your own eyes, in honour preferring others before yourfelf. 
Be deeply fenfible of your own weakneffes, follies and im- 
perfections: as well as of the fin remaining in your heart, 
and cleaving to all your words and a¢tions. And let this 
fpirit appear in all you fpeak or do: Be clathed with humility. 
Reject with horror that favourite maxim of the old hea- 
then, fprung from the boitomlcis pit, 


Tanti 
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Tanti eris aliis, quanti tibi fueris: 





«¢ The more you value yourfelf, the more others will va- 
jue you.” Not fo: on the contrary, both GOD and man 
refift the proud: and as GOD giveth grace to the humble, fo 
humility, not pride, recommends us to the efteem and fas 
vour of men, elpecially thofe that fear GOD. 

3- If you defire to pleafe your neighbour for his good 
to edification, you fhould, Thirdly, labour and pray, that 
you may be meek, as well as lowly in heart. Labour to be 
of acalm, difpaflionate temper, gentle towards all men. 
And let the gentlenefs of your difpofitien appear in the 
whole tenor of your converfation. Let all your words and 
all your actions be regulated thereby.’ Remember likewife 
that advice of St. Peter. Asan addition to your gentle- 
nefs, be merciful ; be courteous ; be pitiful; be tenderly com- 
paflionate to all that are in diftrefs, to all that are under 
any affliction, of mind, body, or eftate." Let 




















«¢ The various fcenes of human woe 
Excite your fofteit {ympathy !” 





Weep with them that weep. If you can do no more, at 
leaft mix your tears with theirs: and give them healing 
words, fuch as may calm their minds, and mitigate their 
forrows. But if you can, if you are able to give them ac- 
tual afhiftance, let it mot be wanting. Be as eyes to the 
blind, as feet to the lame, a hufband to the widow, and a 
father to the fatherlefs. This will tend greatly to concili- 
ate the affection, and to give a profitable pleafure, not 
only to thofe who are immediate objects of your compaf- 
fion; but to others likewife that fre your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

4- And while you are pitiful to the afilicted, fee that 
you are courteous toward all men. It matters not, in this 
refpect, whether they are high or low, rich or poor, fupe- 
rior or inferior to you: no, nor even whether good or bad, 
whether they fear GOD or not. Indeed the mode of thew- 
ing your courtefy may vary, as chriflian prudence will di- 
rect 


224 A SERMON ON ROM. RV. 2. 


rect. But the thing itfelf is due to all: the loweft and 
worft have a claim to our courtefy. But what is courtefy ? 
It may either be inward or outward: either a temper, or a 
mode of behaviour: fuch a mode of behaviour as natural 
ly fprings from courtefy of heart. Is this the fame with 
good-breeding, or pelitenc/s? (Which feems to be only a 
high degree of good-breeding.) Nay, good-breeding is 
chiefly the fruit of education; but education cannot give 
courtefy of heart. Mr. Addifn’s well-known definition of 
politenefs feems rather to be 4 definition of this. “ A 
conftant defire of pleafing all men, appearing through the 
whole converfation.” Now this may fubfift, even in a 
high degree, where there has been no advantage of edus 
cation. I have feen as real courtefy in an Jrifh cabin, as 
could be found in St. Fames’s or the Louvre. 

5. Shall we endeavour to go a little deeper, to fearch 
into the foundation of this matter? What is the fource of 
that defire to pleafe,. which we term courtefy? Let us 
look attentively into our own heart, and we fhall foon 
find an anfwer. ‘The fame apoftle that teaches us to be 
_ courteous, teaches us to Aonour all men. And his Matter 
teaches me to love all men. Join thefe together, and 
what will be the effet? A poor wretch cries to me 
for an alms: I look, and fee him covered with dirt and 
rags. But through thefe I fee one that has an immortal 
fpirit, made to know and love and dwell with GOD to 
eternity: I honour him for his Creator’s fake. I fee thro’ 
all thefe rags, thaf he is purpled over with the blood of 
Chrift. I love him for the fake of his Redeemer. The 
courtefy therefore which I feel and thew toward him, is a 
mixture of the honour and love, which I bear to the offs 
fpring of GOD, the purchafe of his Son’s blood, and the 
candidate for immortality. ‘This courtefy let us feel and 
fhew toward all men; and we fhall pleafe all men to their 
edification. 

6. Once more. Take all proper opportunies of declaring 
to others the afeéficn which you really feel for them. This 
may be done with fuch an air, and in fuch a manner, as 
is not liable to the imputation of flattery. And experience 

fhews, 
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fhews, that honeft men are pleafed by this, full as much 
as knaves are by flattery. Thofe who are perfuaded that 
your expreflions of good-will toward them are the language 
of your heart, will be as well fatisfied with them, as 
with the honeft encomiums, which you could pafs upon 
them. You may judge them by yourfelves, by what you 
feel in your own breaft. You like to be honoured: but 
had you not rather be beloved ? 

7. Permit me to add one advice more. If you would 
pleafe all men for their good, at all events /peak to all men 
the very ¢ruth from your heart. When you fpeak, open 
the window in your breaft: let the words be the very pic- 
ture of your heart. In all company, and on all occafionsy 
be a man of veracity, nay, be not content with bare vera- 
city ; but in fimplicity and godly fincerity, have all your conver= 
fation in the world, as an Ifraetite indeed, in whom is no guile. 

8: To fum up all in one word, If you would pleafe men, 
pleafe GOD! Let truth and love pofiefs your whole foul. 

- Let them be the fprings of all your affections, pailions, 
tempers; the rule of all your thoughts. Let them infpire 
all your difcourfe, continually feafoned with that falt, and 
mect to minifler grace to the hearers. Let all your actions be 
wrought in love. Never let mercy or truth forfake thee : bind 
them about thy neck. Let them be open and confpicuous 
to all: and write them on the table of thy heart. So foalt thou 
jind favour and good underflanding in the fight of GOD 
and man. 

Caftlebar, May 22, 1787: 

a ns 


An EXTRACT 
Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY ’s Journat1, 
From Augult 12th, 1738, to November rit, 1739. 
[Continued from page 183.] 
NE of the moft furprifing inftances of his power which 
I ever remember to have feen, was on the Tuecfday fol- 


lowing; when I vifited one who was above meafure enrage: 
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at this new way, and zealous in oppofing it. Finding the are 
gument to be of no other effect, than to inflame her more 
and more, I broke off the difpute, and defired we might 
join in prayer, which fhe fo far confented to, as to kneel 
down. Ina few minute’ fhe fell into an extreme agony, 
both of body and foul; and foon after cried out with the 
‘utmoft earneftnefs, “ Now I know, I am forgiven for 
Chrift’s fake.” Many other words fhe uttered to the fame 
effect, witnefling a hope full of immortality. And from 
that hour, GOD hath fet her face as a flint, to declare the 
faith which before fhe perfecuted. 

Thurfday 8. 1 called upon her, and a few of her neigh 
bours, who were met together in the evening, among whom 
I found a gentleman of the fame fpirit fhe had been of, 
earneftly labouring to pervert the truth of the gofpel. To 
prevent his going on, as the lefs evil of the two, I entered 
dire€tly into the controverfy, touching both the caufe and 
the fruits of juftification. In the midft of the difpute, one 
who fat at a fmall dittance; felt as it were the piercing of 
a fword, and befor: fhe could be brought to another houfe, 
whither I was going, could not avoid crying out aloud, 
even in the ftreet. But no fooner had we made our re- 
queft known to GOD, than he fent her help from his holy 
place. 

At my return from hence, I found Mr. Kinchin, juft 
come from Dummer, who earneftly defired me, inftead of 
fetting out for London the next morning (as I defigned) to 
vo to Dummer and fupply his church on Sunday. On Fri- 
day morning I fet out, according to his defire, and in the 
evening came to Reading, where I found a young man who 
had in fome meafure know the powers of the world to come. 
] fpent the evening with- him and a few of his ferious 
friends; and it pleated GOD much to ftrengthen and com- 
fort them. 

Saturday 10. In the afternoon I came to Dummer; and 


on Sunday morning had a large and attentive congregation. 
ng at Bafing thes 

rr . 

The next day I returned to Reading, and thence on Tue/- 


day to Oxford, where I iound manv more and more re- 


jolcing 
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joicing in GOD their Saviour. Wednefday 14. Thad an 
opportunity of preaching once again to the poor prifoners 
in the Caflle. Thurfday 15. I fet out early in the morning, 
and in the afternoon came to London. 

During my ftay here, | was fully employed; between 
our own fociety, in Fetterlane, and many others, where 
I was continually defired to expound: fo that I had no 
thought of leaving London, when I received (after feveral 
others) a letter from Mr. Whitefield, and another from Mr. 
Seward, intreating me in the moft prefling manner, to come 
to Briflol without delay. This I was not at all forward to 
do: and perhaps a little the lefs inclined to it (though I 
truft I do not count my life dear unto myfelf, fo I may fi- 
nith my courfe with joy) becaufe of the remarkable fcrip- 
tures which offered as often as we enquired, touching the 
confequence of this removal: though, whether this was per- 
mitted only for the trial of our faith, GOD knoweth, and 
the event will fhew. ‘Till then, let me not be accounted 
~ fuperftitious, if I barely recite them in the fame order as 
they occurred. * And fome of them would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands on him (not till the time was come.) 
$+ Becaufe I tell yau the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you 
convinceth me of fin? And if I fay the truth, why doa ye not 
believe me? 4 Get thee up inte this mountatn—and die in the 
mount, whither thou goeft up, and be gathered unto thy people. 


| And the children cf Urael wept for Mofes in the plains of 


Moab thirty days. § 1 will fhew him how great things he muft 
fuffer for my name's fake. ** And devout men carried Stephen 
to his burial, and made great lamentation over bim. 
Wednefday 28. My journey was propofed to our fociety 
in Fetterlane. But my brother Charles would fearce bear 
the mention of it; till appealifig to the oracles of GOD, 
he received thofe words, as {poken to himfeif, and anfwer- 
ed not again: Sen of man, behold I take from thee, the defre 
of thine eyes with a firoke: yet Jealt thou net mourn or weep, 
neither foall thy tears run down. Our other brethren how- 


ever 






+c. viii. 45, 46. Deut. xxxil. 49, 50. 
§ Acts ix. 16. ** c. vill. 2. 


* John vii. 44. 


jj} c. xxxiv. 8. 
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ever continuing the difpute, without any probability of their 
coming to one conclufion, we at length all agreed, to de- 
cide it by lot. And by this it was determined, “ I thould 
go.” Several afterwards defiring we might open the bible, 
concerning the ifflue of this, we did fo on the feveral por- 
tions of fcripture, which I fhall fet down, without any re- 
flection upon them. * Now. there was long war between 
the houfe of Saul and the houfe of David; but David waxed 
fronger and fronger, and the houfe of Saul wexed weaker and 
weaker. + When wicked men have flain a righteous perfon in 
his own houfe, upon his bed: fhall I not now vequire his blood 
at your hands, and take you away from the earth? | And 
Ahaz flept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city, 
even in Jerufalem. 

Perhaps it may be a fatisfaction to fome, if before I en- 
ter upon this new period of my life, I give the reatons, w hy 
I preferred for fo many years an univerfity-life before any 
other: then efpecially, when I was earnettly prefled by my 
father, to accept of a cure of fouls. I have here theretore 
fubjoined the letter I wrote feveral years ago on that occa~- 
fion : 




















Oxon, Dec. 10, 1734- 





Dear Sir, 







I. HE authority of a parent and the call of Provi- 

dence, are things of fo facred a nature, that a 
queftion in which thefe are any way concerned, deferves 
the moft ferious confideration. I am therefore greatly 
obliged to you, for the pains you have taken to fet our 
queftion in a clear light; which I now intend to confider 
more at large with the utmoft attention of which I am ca- 
pable. And I fhall the more chearfully do it, as being 
affured of your joining with me in imploring his guidance, 
who will not fuffer thofe that truft in him, to feck death 










in the error of their hfe. 
2. lentirely agree, “ That the glory of GOD and the 





different degrees of promoting it, are to be our fole conh- 
deratiog 
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deration, and direétion in the choice of any courfe of life.” 
And confequently, That it mult wholly turn upon this fin- 
gle point, Which Loughe to preter, a college life, or that 
of the rector of a parith? I do not fay, the glory of 
GOD is to be my frf or my principal confideration: but 
my only ones; fince all that are not implied in this, are 
abfolutely of no weight. In prefence of this, they all va- 
nifh away: they are lefs than the fmall duit of the ba- 
lance. 

3- And indeed, till all other confiderations we 
{ could never come to any clear determination: t 
was fingle, my whole mind was full of darkncfs. Whereas 
fo long as it is fixed on the glory of GOD, without any 
ether confideration, I have no more doubt of th way 
wherein I fhould go, than of the fhining of the mid-day 
fun. 

4- Now that life tends moft to the glory of GOD, 
whercin we moft promote holinefs in ourfelves and others. 
I fay, in ourlelves and others; as being fully perfuaded, that 


thefe can never be pat afunder. And if not, thea what- 


ever ftate is beft on cither of 1 
other likewife. If it be, in the whol a 

it is for ourfelves: if it be beft for ourfely 

them. 

5. Mowever, when two woys of life a propofed, I 
would choofe to confider firft, which have I reafon to be- 
hieve, will be be i? for my oun ul? will mott forw rd me 
in holinefs ? By holinefs meaning, not tatting (a 
to fuppofe) or bodily autteritics; but The mind that w 

shrift, A renewal! of foul in the image of GOD 
I believe the ftate wherein I am, will mott forw 


in this, becaufe of the peculiar advantage 
joy- 
6. The fick of thefe is, daily convert 
I know no other place under heaven, whe 
forme always at hand of the tame judgment 
in the fame ftudics: perfons who are 
, 


CONVictio , t r tl y have but ‘ 


who i< =" ata c sce, what thi it 


* 
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recovery of a fingle eye and a clean heart; who, in order 
to this, have according to their power, abiolutely devoted 
themfelves to GOD, and follow after their Lord, denying 
themfelves and taking up their crofs daily. To have even a 
fmail number of fuch friends, conftantly watching over 
my foul, and adminiftering, as need is, reproof or advice 
with all plainnefs and gentlenefs, is a blefling I know not 
where to find, in any other part of the kingdom. 

7+ Another blefling which I enjoy here, in a greater de- 
gree than I could expect elfewhere, is retirement. I have 
not only as much, but as little company as I pleafe. Tri- 
fling vifitants I have none. No one takes it into his head, 
to come within my doors, unlefs I defire him, or he has 
bufinefs with me. And even then, as foon as his bufinefs 
is done, he immediately goes away. 

8. Both thefe bleflings are greatly indeared to me 
when I fpend but one week out of this place. The far 
greateft part of the converfation I meet with abroad, even 
with the better fort of men, turns on points that are quite 
wide of my purpofe, that no way forward the end of mp 
life. Now, if they have time to fpare, I have not. It 1s 
abfolutely needful for fuch an one as me, to follow with 
‘all poflible care and vigilance that wife advice of Mr. Her- 
bert ; 

. 
«¢ Still let thy mind be bent; ftill plotting how 
«© And when and wheie the bufinefs may be done.” 


And this, I blefs GOD, I can in fome meafure do, while 
I avoid that bane of all religion, the company of good fort 
of men, as they are called; perfons who have a Liking to, 
but no jfenfe of religion. But thefe infenfbly undermine 
all my refolution, and fteal away what little zeal I have. 
So that I never come from among thefe faints of the world 
(as ‘Jobs Valdefo terms them) faint, diffipated, and fhorn 
of all my ftrength, but I fay, “ GOD deliver me from a 

half-chrittian.” 
9. Freedom from care is yet another invaluable blefling. 
Aud where could 1 enjoy this as Ido now? I dear of fuch 
a thing 


















THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY. 231 


a thing as the cares of the world; but I feed them not 
My income is ready for me on fo many ftated days: all I 
have to do is, to carry it home. ‘The grand article of my 
expence is food. And this too is provided without any 
care of mine. ‘The fervants I employ are always ready on 
quarter-day ; fo I have no trouble on their account. And 
what I occalionally need to buy, I can immediately havey 
without any expence of thought. Here therefore I can be 
without carefulnefs. can attend upon the Lerd without dij» 
trattion. And I know what a help this is to the being o- 
dy both in bedy and fpirit. 

10. To quicken me in making a diligent and thankful 
ufe of thefe peculiar advantages, I have the opportunity 
of communicating weekly, and of public prayer twice a 
day. It would be eafy to mention many more, as well a3 
to fhew many difadvantages, which one of greater courage 
and {kill than me, could fcarce feparates from the way 
of life you fpeak of. But whatever others could do, I 
‘could not. I could not ftand my ground one month, 
againft intemperance in fleep, felf-indulgence in food, ir- 
regularity in ftudy: againft a general lukewarmnefs in my 
affections, and remiffnefs in my ations, againft a foftnefs 
dire€tly oppofite to the character of a good foldier of Je« 
fus Chrift. And then, when my fpirit was thus diffolved, 
I fhould be an eafy prey to every temptation. ‘Then might 
the cares of the world and the defire of other things, roll 
back with a full tide upon me: and it would be no won- 
der, if while I preached to others, I myfelf fhould be a 
caft-away. I cannot therefore but obferve, that the quef- 
tion does not relate barely to the degrees of holinefs, but 
to the very being of it: 

























Asitur de vita & fanguine Turni: 
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The point is, Whether I fhall or fhall not woe out 
my falvation? whether I fhall ferve Chriit or Belial? 

11. What {till heightens my fear of this untried fate, 
is that when. I am once entered into it, I am entered ire 
recoverably, once for all; 


Viftigia 
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Veftig ia nulld retror/um. 


If I fhould ever be weary of the way of life I am now 
in, [ have frequent opportunities of quitting it: but what» 
ever ditliculties occur in that, forefeen or unforefeen, there 
is no return, any more than from the graves When I 
have once launched out into the unknown fea, there is 
no recovering my harbour. I muft on, through whatever 
whirlpools, or rocks, or fands, though all the waves and 
ftorms go over me. 

2. Thus much as to myfelf. But I cannot deny, 
“« That we are not to confider ourfelves alone; feeing GOD 
*¢ made us all for a focial life, to which academical ftudies 
“ are only preparatory.” I allow too, ‘* That he will take 
«an exact account of every talent which he has lent us, 
** not to bury them, but to employ every mite we have 
& received according to his will, whofe ftewards we are.” 
T own alfo, “ That every follower of Chrift, is, in his 
«¢ proportion, the light of the world: that whofoever is 
«¢ fuch, can no more be concealed, than the fun in the 
«© midft of heaven; that if he is fet asa light in a dark 
¢ place, his fhining muft be the more confpicuous; that 
€ to this very end was his light given, even to fhine on all 
< around him: :’ and indeed, that “ there is only one way 
«< to hide it, which is, to put it out.” I am obliged like« 
wife, unlefs I will be againft the truth, to grant, “ That 
«there is not a more contemptible animal upon earth, 
« than one that drones away life, without ever labouring 
“to promote, either the glory of GOD, or the good ot 
«© man; and that whether he be young or old, le ted or 
« unlearned, in a college or out of it;” yet granting “ The 
‘ fuperlative degree of contempt to be on all accounts 


- 


« due to a college-drone :” a wretch who has received ten 
talents, and employs none; that is not only promifed a re- 
ward hereafter, but is alfo paid before-hand for his work, 
and yet works not at all. But allowing all this, and what- 
ever elfe you can fay (for I own, you can never fay enough) 
againtt the drow ly ingratitude, the lazy perjury of thofe, 
who are Comimecni ly Ci sled, harni! def NitNy a fair proportion 


of 
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of whom I muft, to our fhame, confefs, are to be found 
“in colleges: allowing this, I fay, I do not apprehend, it 
concludes againft a college life in general. For the abufe 

of it, does not deftroy the ufe. Tho’ there are fome here 

who are the mere lumber of the creation, it does not 

follow that others may not be of more fervice to the 

world in this ftation than they could be in any other. 

13. That I in particular, could, might (it feems) be in- 
ferred, from what has been fhewn already, viz. That I 
may myfelf be holier here than any where elfe, if I faith- 
fully ufe the bleffings I enjoy. But to wave this, I have 
other reafons fo to judge; and the firft is, The plenteouf- 
nefs of the harveft. Here is indeed a large fcene of va- 
rious ation. Here is room for charity in all its forms: 
there is fearce any poflible way of doing good, for which 
here is not daily occafion. I can now only touch on the 
feveral heads. Here are poor families to be relieved. 
Here are children to be educated. Here are workhoufes, 
wherein both young and old gladly received the word of 
exhortation. Here are prifons, and therein a complication ° 
of all human wants. And, laftly, here are the fchools of 
the prophets. Of thefe in particular we muft obferve, 
that he who gains one, does thereby do as much fervice to 
the world, as he could do in a parifh in his whole life. 
For his name is Legion: in him are contained all thofe 
who fhall be converted to GOD by him. He is not a fin- 
gle drop of the dew of heaven, but a river to make glad 
the city of GOD. 

14. “ But Epworth,” you fay, “ is a larger {phere of 
«¢ action than this. ‘There I fhould have the care of two 
«¢ thoufand fouls.” Two thoufand fouls! I fee not how it 
is poflible for fuch an one as me to take care of one 
hundred. Becaufe the weight that is now upon me is als 
molt more than I can bear, fhall I increafe it tenfold ? 
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Would this be the way to help either myfelf or others up 
to heaven? ‘Nay, the mountains I reared would only 
crufh my own foul, and fo make me utterly ufelefs te 
others. 

15. I need but juft glance on feveral other reafons, why 
Iam more likely to be ufeful here than elfewhere; as, be- 
caufe I have the advice of many friends in any difficulty, 
and their encouragement in any danger: becaufe we have 
the eyes of multitudes upon us, who, even without defign- 
ing it, perform the moft fubftantial office of friendthip ; 
apprizing us, if we have already done any thing wrong, 
and guarding us againit our ever doing-fo again: laftly, be- 
caufe we have a conftant fund (which I believe this year 
will amount to near eighty pounds) to fupply the bodily 
wants of the poor, and thereby open a way for their fouls 
to receive inftruction. 

16. If you fay, * The love of the people of Epworth’ 
to me, may balance thefe advantages:” I afk, how long 
will it laft? Only till I come to tell them plainly, that 
their deeds are evil; and particularly to apply that general 
fentence, to fay to each, Thou art the man! Alas, Sir, 
do not I know, what love they had to you once? And 
how have many of them ufed you fince? Why, juft as 
every one will be ufed, whofe bufinefs it is to bring light 
to them that love darknefs. 

17. Notwithftanding, therefore, their prefent prejudice 
in my favour, I cannot fee that 1 am likely to do that good 
either at Epworth or any other place, which I may hope 
to do in Oxford. And yet one terrible objection lies in 
the way. ‘ Have you found it fo in fact? What have 
«< you done there in fourteen years? Have not your very 
“¢ attempts to do good there, for want either of a particu- 
“ Jar turn of mind for the bufinefs you engaged in, or of 

prudence to direct you in the right method of doing it, 

been always unfuccefsful? Nay, and brought fgeh con- 

tempt upon you as has in fome meafure difqualified 

you for any future fuccefs? And are there not men in 

“| Oxford, who are not only better and holier than fe 
“ob 
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« but who having preferved their reputation, and being 
“‘ univerfally efteemed, are every way fitter to promote 
the glory of GOD in that place?” 

[Continued at page 280.] 
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Tue Reverenp JOHN FLETCHER. 
[Continued from page 192.] 


66 FF AM in hopes of feeing you foon: though my friends 
talk of detaining me, to make a farther trial of the 
waters, Iam forbid preaching: but, blefled be GOD, I 
am not forbid by my heavenly Phyfician, to pray, believe, 
and love, ‘This is a {weet work, which heals, ftrengthens, 
and delights; let us do it, till we have recovered our fpi- 
ritual ftrength. And then, whether we fhall be feen on 
earth or not, it will be all alike, 

“© O be hearty in the caufe of religion. Be either hot 
or cold. It is a fearful thing to be lukewarm, and thereby 
fall into the hands of the living GOD! Be humbly zeal- 
ous for your own falvation and for GOD’s glory, And 
forget not to care for each other’s falvation. The cafe of 
wicked Cajn is very common: the practice of many fays 
with that wretch, 4m J my brother's keeper? O pray GOD 
to keep you by his mighty power through faith unto fal- 
vation. Keep yourfelves in the love of GOD and keep 
one another, by example, reproof, exhortation, encou- 
ragement, focial prayer, and a faithful ufe of all the means 
of grace. Ufe yourfelves to bow at Chrift’s feet as your 
prophet, Go to him continually for the holy anointing of 
his fpirit, who will be a teacher always near, always with 
you an in you. If you have that inward inftructor, you 
will fuffer no material lofs, though your outward teachers 
fhould be removed. ! 

» “ While you have the light of GOD’s word, believe in 
the light, that ye may be the children of the light, fitted 
for 
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for the kingdom of eternal light! Where I charge you, pre- 
pare to meet with joy 
Your affectionate, though unworthy 
Brother and minitter, 


JOHN FLETCHER.” 


4. I fubjoin part of a letter wrote fome time before in 
the fame {fpirit to his parifhioners at Madeley. 


Dec. 28, 1776. 
s¢ My dear parifhioners, 


« The weaknefs of my body confining me from you, I 
humbly fubmit to the Divine difpenfation. And I eafe the 
trouble of my abfence from you, by being prefent with you 
in {pirit, and by reflecting on the pleafure I have felt in 
years paft, in finging with you, Unto us a child is born; un- 
to us @ Son is given, ‘This truth let us receive with all rea- 
dinefs, and we fhall meet in Chrift, the center of lafting 
union, And our hearts fhall be full of the fong of angels, 
Glory be unto GOD in the higheft! On earth peace! Gud- 
will toward men! In order to this, may the eyes of your 
underitanding be more and more opened to fee the need 
of a Redeemer, and to behold the fuitablenefs, freenefs, 
and fuinefs of the redemption wrought out by the Son 
of GOD! This with glows in my foul fo ardently, that 
it brings me down upon my knees, while I write. And in 
that poiture I intreat you all, to confider and improve the 
day of your vifitation; and to prepare in good earneft, to 
meet with joy your GOD and your unworthy paftor in 
another world! Weak as I was when I left you, I hear 
that many, who were then healthy and ftrong, have got 
the ftart of me; and that fome have been hurried into 
eternity, without a moment’s warning. May this awful 
event ftrike a deeper confideration into all our@ouls! 
May the found of their bodies, dafhed in pieces at the 
bottom of the pit, rouze us to a fpeedy converfion, that 
we may never through careleffnefs or delay, fall into the 


bottomlefs pit! Tottering as I ftand on the brink of the 
P o 
grave, 
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grave, fome of you alfo may drop into it before me. Let 
us all then prepare for our approaching change, and never 
reft till we are affured it will be a happy one! Let the 
long-fuffering of GOD toward us, who furvive the hun- 
dreds that I have buried, lead us all to repentance! Em. 
brace Jefus Chrift, who wept for you in the manger, 
agonized for you in the garden, bled for you on the crofs, 
and now pleads for you on his mediatorial throne! Meet 
me not at the great day in your fins and in your blood! 
Meet me in the robe of Chnift’s merits and in ¢he wlute 
linen (the purity of heart and life) which is the righteoufnefs 
of the faints! Let all wickednefs be gone for ever with 
the old year! And with the new year begin a new life: 
a life of renewed devotion to GOD, and increafing love 
to our neighbour! 

«© Though I hope to fee much more of the goodnefs of 
GOD in the land of the living than I do'fee, yet blefled 
be the divine mercy, I fee enough to keep my mind at all 
times unruffled, and to make me calmly willing to refign 
my foul into the hands of my faithful Creator. I detire 
your public thanks for all the favours which he continu- 
ally fheweth me. May our thankfulnefs crown the new 
year, as the Lord’s patience and goodnefs have renewed 
our life. Permit me to befeech an intereft in your pray- 
ers alfo. Atk that I may be willing to receive all that 
GOD is willing to beftow. Afk that I may meckly fuf- 
fer and zealouily do all the will of GOD in my prefent 
circumftances: and that living or dying I may fay, To 
me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. If GOD calls 
me foon, I beg he may in his good providence, appoint a 
more faithful fhepherd over you. You need not fear but 
he will. For thefe many months you have had no famine 
of the word. And what GOD hath done for months, he 
can do for years: yea, all the years of your life. Only 
pray. Afk and you fhall have. Meet me at the throne of 
grace, and you {hall meet me at the throne of ylory. 

Your affectionate, obliged, 
P Unworthy minifler, 


J - F. ” 
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s- To a friend, mean time, he wrote thus: “ With 
refpect to my foul, I calmly wait in unthaken refignation, 
for the full falvation of GOD: ready to truft him, to 
venture on his faithful love, and on the fure mercies of 
David, either at midnight, noon-day, or cock-crowing. 
For my time is in his hand; and his time is beft, and 
fhall be my time. Death hath loft his fting; and I thank 
GOD, ‘I know not what hurry of fpirits is, or unbeliev- 
ing fears, under the moft trying circumftances. Thanks 
be to GOD for his unfpeakable gift !” 

6. He now fpent part of his time at Brifol, but the 
greateft part at Briflington, In one place or the other, as 
well as at Newington, he was vifited by many refpectable 
perfons. Many of thefe were Calvinifts; feveral of whom 
bore witnefs to his deep piety and exalted fpirit. But a 
diffenting minifter, after prefling him hard, with regard to 
fome of his opinions, told him with great warmth, “ Mr, 
Fletcher, you had better have been gafping for life with an 
afthma, or have had all your limbs unftrung by a palfy, 
than to have wrote thofe Checks.” Mr. Fletcher replied, 
s¢ Sir, I then wanted more love, and I do fo ftill:” and in 
his higheft fervours of divine love, he always acknowledg- 
ed his want of more, 

7. Here alfo he miffed no opportunity of inftructing 
fervants and children, fuiting his difcourfe, in a manner 
peculiar to himfelf, to their capacity or their bufinefs, 
And what would have appeared low in another, did not 
appear fo, when fpoken by him. Thus he advifed the 
cook, “ to ftir up the fire of divine love in his heart, that 
it might burn up all the rubbifh therein, and raife a flame 
of holy affection: to which with the greateft cordiality he 
would fubjoin a fhort prayer. Thus to the houfemaid, he 
faid, “ I intreat you, to fweep every corner of your heart, 
that it may be fit to receive your heavenly gueft.”. To a 
poor man, who came there in a deep confumption, but lit- 
tle concerned for his foul, he faid, in a very folemn man- 
ner (laying one hand on his own breaft, and the other on 
the poor man’s) “ GOD hath fixed a loud knocker at your 


breaft and mine. Becaufe we did not regard, as we ought 
: to 
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to have done, ‘the gentle knocks and calls of his Holy Spi« 
rit, his word, and his providences, he has taken faft hold 
here, and we cannot get out of his hand. O let this 
knocker awaken you, who are juft dropping into eternal 
fleep!” 

8. When one or another occafionally mentioned any 
unkind thing, which had been faid of him or his writings, 
if the perfon who had faid it, was named, he would 
ftop the fpeaker immediately, and offer up the moft fer- 
vent prayer for the perfon of whom he fpoke. He did 
net willingly fuffer any one to fay any thing againft his 
opponents. And he made all the allowances for them, 
which, on a change of circumftances, he would have wifh- 
ed them to make for him. 

9. He continued at Briflington till the firft of Decembers 
1777- All other means having now been fairly tried, 
with very little effect, moft of the ,fymptoms being 
nearly the fame as they were feveral months ago: it was 
determined by the moft fkilful phyficians, that nothing 
could fave his life but a fea voyage. When this was fixed, 
Mr. /re/and (a friend in need!) carried him back to New- 
ington. While he was here, preparing for his voyage, he 
wrote as follows to one of his flock at ALadely. 

«: T heartily thank you for your kind letter. May the 
GOD of all grace and love, our common Father and 
our all, blefs you all with all fpiritual bleffings, and with 
fuch temporal favours, as will beft ferve the end of your 
growing in grace. 

“© My defire is, if I fhould be fpared to minifter to you 
again, to do it with more humility, diligence, love, and 
zeal. But as matters are, you mutt take the will for the 
deed. And let us all praife GOD for all that is paft, and 
truft him for all that’s to come! The Lord enable you 
all to cleave to Chrift, and in him to abide in one mind, 

Jfrriving together for the hope of the gofpel, the fulnefs of the 
Spirit. Of this we have often difcourfed together: but 
we have not preffed into it with fuflicient ardour and vio- 
lence. GOD give us the humble and violent faith which 
inherits the promifes, that we may always triumph in 
Chrift, 
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Chrift, in life and in death! I beg you would help me 
to thank the Author of all good for every blefling of this 
life: but above all, for the lively hope of the next, and 
for Chrift our common hope, peace, joy, wifdom, righte« 
oufnefs and falvation! In him I meet and embrace you 
all! GOD blefs you, and crown you with loving kind- 
nefs and tender mercies! I live, if you ftand. Do not 
Jet me want the reviving cordial of hearing that you ftand 
together firm in the faith, deep in humility, and rejoicing 
in loving hope of the glory tocome! Blefs GOD much 
for the gift of his only-begotten Son! Be much in pri- 
vate prayer. Do not forget the aflembling yourfelves to- 
gether in little companies, as well as in public. Walk 
humbly as in the fight of death and eternity. And pray 
ftill for 


Your unworthy fervant, 

J. F. 

«© Let none of your little companies want. If any do, 

you are welcome to my houfe. ‘Lake any part of the fur- 

niture there, and make ufe of it for their relief. And this 
fhall be your full title for fo doing. 

Witnefs my hand, 
JOHN FLETCHER.” 


10. In the beginning of December, he fet out with 
Mr. Ireland and his family, befide fome other company. 
A little account of the former part of his journey, is 
given by Mr. Jre/and, in a letter to a friend. 

“ We left Calais, Dec. 12. The north wind was very 
high, and penetrated us even in the chaife. We put up 
at Bretzul, and the next day got to Abbeville; whence we 
were forced by the mifcrable accommodations we met with, 
to fet out, though it wasSunday. Mr. Fletcher and I ufed 
to lead the way: but now the other chaifes got before us. 
Nine miles from Abbeville our axletree gave way through 
the hard froft, and we were both left to the piercing cold, 
on the fide of a hill, without any fhelter. After waiting 
an hour and a half we fent the ax!etree and wheels back 
to be repaired: and leaving the body of the chaife under a 

guard, 
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guard, procured another to carry us to the next town. On 
the isth, our chaife arrived in good repair. ‘Travelling 
fteadily forward (though the country was ail covered with 
fnow) on the 27th we reached Dijon. During the whole 
journey, Mr. Zeicher thewed vifible marks ey a recovery: 
He bore both the fatigue and piercing cold as well as 
the beft of us. On the 31ft we put up at Lyons, and fo- 
lemnly-clofed the year, bowing our knees before the throne, 
which indeed we did not fail to do, all together, every 
day. January 4, 1778, we left Lyons, and came on the 
oth to dix. Here we reft: the weather being exceeding 
fine and warm. Mr. Fletcher walks out daily. He is now 
able to read, and to pray with us every morning and even- 
ing. He has no remains of his cough, or of the weak- 
nefs in his breaft. His natural colour is reftored, and the 
fallownefs quite gone. His appetite is good, and he takes 
a little wine.” ; 

11. In another letter, Mr. Jrc/and writes thus: «© Soon 
‘after our arrival here, I rode out moft days with my dear 
and valuable friend. He now and then complained of the 
uneafinefs of the horfe, and there were fome remains of 
forenefs in his breaft. But this foon went off. The be- 
ginning of February was warm, which, when he walked 
in the fields, relaxed him too much. But when the wind 
got north or eaft, he was braced again. His appetite is 
good; his complexion as healthy as it was eleven years ago. 
As his ftrength increafes, he increafes the length of his 
rides. Laft Tuefday he fet out on a journey of a hundred 
and twelve miles. The firft day he travelled forty miles 
The third day he travelled fifty-five. He bore his j toubney 
as well as I did: and was as well and as adtive at the end 
of it as at the beginning. During the day, he cried out, 
«¢ Help me to praife the Lord for his goodnefs: I never 
expected to fee this day.” He now accepted a prefling 
iuvitation to preach to the Proteftants here. He did fo on 
Sunday morning on thefe words, Examine yourfelves, whee 
ther ye be in the faith. For fome days before, he was 
afraid he had done wrong in accepting the invitation. But 
Oh! how fhall I be able to exprefs the power and liberty 
Vou. Il. Hh 
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which the Lord gave him! Both the French and Englith 
were greatly affefled: the word went to the heart both of 
faints and finners. If the Lord continues his ftrength and 
voice (which is now as good as ever it was) he has an car 
neft invitation to preach where we are going, near Mont- 
pelier. You would be aftonithed at the intreaties of paftors 
as well as people. He has received a letter from a minifter 
in the Levine mountains, who intends to come to Montpe- 
lier, fixty miles, to prefs him to go and preach to his flock. 
Soon after this, his brother came to fetch him to Sqifzer- 
land. He purpofes to {pend the next fummer in his own 
country, and the following winter in thefe parts, or in 
fome part of the fouth of France. 

12. “ His brother conducted him from Montpelier to 
Nyon, the place of his nativity. Here he lived in that 
which was his father’s houfe, in the midft of his affection- 
ate relations, who took care that he fhould neither want 
the beft advice, perhaps equal to any in Europe, nor any 
thing that could poflibly contribute to the full recovery of 
his health.” 

13. About this time a letter was written to that venera- 
ble old man, Mr. Perronet, vicar of Shoreham, informing 
him that there was a valuable eftate at his native place, 
which properly belonged to him, and which might eafily 
be recovered, if he fent one of his fons to claim it. All 
his friends whom he confulted on the occafion, judged this 
information was not to be flighted. And his youngeft fon, 
Mr. William Perronet, was willing to undertake the jour- 
ney- But before he fet out, he wrote to Mr. Fletcher, 
defiring his advice. Part of his anfwer was as follows: 


Nyon, Fune 2, 1778. 

«¢ While I write to you to make your title clear to a 
precarious eftate on earth; permit me to remind you of 
the heavenly inheritance entailed upon believers. The 
will (the New Teftament) by which we can recover it, is 


proved: the court is equitable: the Judge loving and gra- 
cious. ‘To enter on the pofleflian of- part of the eftate 


here, and of the whole hereafter, we need only to believes 
and 
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and prove evangelically, that we are believers. Let us fet 
about it sow with earneftnefs, with perfeverance, and with 
full affurance, that through grace we fhall carry our point. 
Alas, what are eftates or crowns to grace and glory? 
The Lord grant we may all choofe the better part ! 

«“ Since I wrote laft, in order to fhorten my journey, I 
ventured to crofs the mountains, which feparate France 
from this country. But on the third day, I found an un- 
expected trial—a hill, which we were to afcend by a wind- 
ing road, but fo fteep, that the horfes were hardly able to 
draw the empty chaife. ‘his obliged me to walk in the 
fleepeft places for feveral hours together. The fun was 
hot. _ I perfpired violently, and the next day I fpat blood 
again. But having kept to affes’ milk ever fince, I am 
(bleffled be GOD) much better. 

“ This country is delightful. I invite you to come and 
{ee it, and fhare a delightful apartment. "I defign to try 
_ this fine air fome months longer. We have a fine fhady 
wood, near the lake, where I can ride in the cool all the 
day, and enjoy the finging of a multitude of birds. But 
this, though fweet, does not come up to the finging of 
my dear friends in England. ‘There I meet them in fpirit 
feveral hours in the day. GOD blefs my dear friends !” 

14. About the fame time he wrote to Dr. Turner as fol- 
lows : 

«¢ Should I gather ftrength, I fhould under GOD, ac- 
knowledge you, dear Sir, as the inftrument of that blefling, 
as you were above twenty years ago. ‘Ten thoufand thanks 
I render to you, Sir, and to Mr. Perronet for your kind 
and generous care and attendance. May GOD reward 
you both, by beftowing upon you all the bleflings which can 
make life happy, death comfortable, and eternity delight- 
ful and glorious! May the richett cordials of divine love, 
and the balm of Gilead, a Saviour’s precious blood, re- 
vive your fouls and comfort your hearts! And in your 
every want and extremity, may you both find fuch tender 
helpers and comforters, as have been found in you by, 
dear Sir, ; 

Your moft obliged, though moft unworthy 
fervant and patient, 


JOHN FLETCHER.” 
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15. In the latter end of the year, Mr. William Perronet 
fet out for Switzerland. Ina letter he wrote from thence 
to Mr. Greenwood, he gives a little farther account of 
Mr. Fletcher. And this letter I the rather infert, as I be- 
lieve this letter with a few more, is all that remains of 
that amiable young man, who never more faw his native 
land, being called hence, while he was on his journey to 
England. 

There is fomething in the beginning of his letter, wich 
is a little humourous: but this the candid reader will eafily 
excufe, It runs thus; 


Nyon, Fan. 18, 1779. 
“ Dear Sir, 

** As you defire of me to fend you fome account of my 
journey, now I am a little fettled, I will do it in the beit 
manner I am able. 

“ I fet out from London on Tuclday, November 17. 
We arrived at Dover-about 3 on Wednefday morning ; em- 
barked on Thurfday, and arrived at Ca/ais in about three 
hours. 

«“ Though it was in war-time, yet we did not meet 
with the leaft incivility, either here or in any part of France, 
But the badnefs of the inns makes the travelling through 
this country difagreeable. ‘The rooms in general are fo 
dirty, as to be fitter for {wine than men. Each room both 
above and below itairs, is provided with two, three, o1 
four beds. And they are fo high as to require fteps to get 
up to them. For there is on each bed, firft, a monitrous 
canvas bag, ftuffed with a huge quantity of flraw: over 
this»a feather bed, and on this as many mattreffes as the 
hoft can furnith. But the worft is, the theets are not 
damp, but rather downright wet. Yet the good woman 
would conttantly fcold us, if we attempted to. dry them 
even at our own fire: infiling upon it, that it was impof- 
fible they fhould be damp at all. 


[Continued at page 287.) 










































The Journat of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifep of 2 
Atet! difl- Epifcopal Chari} 


From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 


(Continued from page 199 


ONDAY, September ri Richard Sau/e, Cherie 
Wihte, and myvfeli fet off for New-Rabelle. At 


right [ felt mytelf unwell, andamy mind under a cloud, but 
gave an exhortation at Mr. Dewee’s in the evening. 

Duefday 8. This was a day of he ivinels, mu h trouble, 
fore temptation, and forrow of heart; but in the evening 
Iw happy in GOD, and fp ike with power and feeling. 
On Wednefday my mad was more warmly engaged, aad 
J preache! to miany peopie both at 3 o'clock and 7. 

‘Thurfday 10. Mr. Levee accompanmal me as far as 
King srhridge, on my way to J ort, where { ammy Se iby met 
me, and rode with me the reit of the way. 

I preached in the evening, and rofe to preach next morn- 
ing ats. It appears to me that trouble is at hand, bat I 
fear nothing; being conicious ol having acted upri hely 
before them all, and having no by-ends in view W heo- 
ever has mult anfwer for it. Whatever comes, I am de- 
termined, while here, by the grace of GOD, to proceed 
according to the Methodist doctrine and dik pyeaan 

Friday it. I met the people in the mormng, to dil 
courfe with them about their temporal matters, and ap- 


pomted Mr. Chafe to take an account of the w kiy ane 
quarterly collections. But the two other tlewards retufed 
an exact entry of the moncy that ia mot fet . Howerer, 
the people vi La ? have the fame fatisfaction conce: vy tin 
other collections. Saturday ing, Efele a ihr - 

to hve to GOD, ami act wrth a hisny ke cy to | ry wm 


all that I do. 


mecting After preaching to m 
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(on Oattrday 
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heart. My bleeding Lord! let my foul feel thy melting 
Jove. Lord, make all thy people glad together in thee, 
that thou mayeft be glorified in and by us both now and 
ever. At the table I had peace and joy; and was deeply 
affected at the fight of the poor negroes, feeing their fable 
faces adorn the table of the Lord. In the evening I had a 
full houfe and much divine afliftance. 

Monday 14. I had much peace and love in preaching 
at 5, and this day felt power to live to GOD. 

Tucfday 15. I {pent great part of my time in company, 
and preached with fome life to a fmall company at Bloom- 
ingdale. Preaching at 5 the next morning, I had many 
people, and a comfortable fenfe of GOD; and poflefs a 
humble hope that I fhall live this day to GOD. 

Wednefday 16. I fet off for New-town, and find near- 
nefs to GOD and more contftancy of mind, with a humble 
hope that I ihall live to GOD. Our journey was wet and 
troublefome ; however there was a fmall company of peo- 
ple, and I preached with fome life, and difregard my fa- 
tigue if any good can be done. We returned to York in 
the night, which was very dark: but he to whom the dark- 
nefs is known, conducted us in fafety. Friday morning I 
found peace and life; but fatan was hard at my heels. 
Lord help me to be always guarded, and to fly the very 
appearance of evil; fo that in thy flrength I may every 
moment conquer. 

Saturday 19. I felt comfortable in preaching this morn- 
ing at 5 o'clock. Oh my GOD! help me to live this day to 
thy glory. We had life this evening alfo in public ex- 
hortation. 

Lord’s day 20. In the morning we had a good time 
while I fpake from the latter part of the eighty-firft pfalm; 
and in the evening we had a very full houfe, and the 
Lord favoured. me with warmth and power while I ad- 
drefied the people from Rom. vi. 17, 18. After preach- 
ing on Monday morning, I went to Staten-Ifand. Juttice 
Wrieht met me and informed me that the people were ve- 
rv buty at that time in court; fo I went and preached to 
many attentive people at Bird’s ferry. Hitherto the Lord 


hath 
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hath helped. I will endeavour to praife him with my 
whole heart, and glorify him more and more. Tuefday 
I crofled the bay and preached in the evening at Yoré. 

Wednefday 23. In the morning I preached, and felt a 
meafure of peace, and ftronger confidence in my foul to- 
wards GOD. 

I am now twenty-feven years of age, and have had a re- 
ligious concern on my heart about fourteen years; though 
I felt fomething of GOD as early as the age of feven 
years. . 

Thurfday 24. I preached in the morning from Pfalm 
Ixxxvi. 17; and found myfelf enlarged in the evening on 
the fubject of the good Samaritan. This day my foul has 
felt much love toward GOD, and my mind has been bent 
on doing his will. 

Friday 25. Attending the lecture to-day, I heard’ the 
Doétor with much fatisfaction; and in the evening preach- 
ing, I laid open the plague of the human heart as I felt it. 

‘It was a folemn time. This day we received tidings from 
Philadelphia of their doing well both in fpiritual and tem- 
poral matters. Some have been much diflatisfied with pri- 
vate fociety-meetings, and colleétions in the clafles. But 
in the midft of every trial, the Lord keeps me in peace. 
On Saturday morning, though it was cold, we had many 
people and a moving time at 5 o'clock; and a comfortable 
feafon in the evening exhortation. 

Lord’s day 27. Preaching this morning on building the 
tower, 1 had fome aflittance; but experienced fome heavy 
exercifes of mind this day. In the evening I was enabled 
to preach with power, on the awful fubject of judgment: 
attempting 

I. ‘To prove that the judgment will be univerfal. 

II. To defcribe the perfon of the Judge. 

IiI. To defcribe the awful events preceding and attend- 
ing that period. 

IV. To point out the bufinefs of the day. 

V. To thew the decifion and confequents. 

Monday 28. Many people attended the preaching at 5 
o’clock, and Brother Sau/e and myfelf fet off in the fore- 


noon 
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noon for New-Rochelle. As we came unexpectedly on the 
people, I improved the occafion by preaching from thefe 
words, In fuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of man com- 
eth, 

Tuefday 29. At friend Devoe’s, I preached with inward 
life from Zeek. xxxili. 4. LT have been much aflaulted this 
day with temptations. But have been kept by the power 

£ GOD. I find a degree of effeminacy cleaving to me, 

but abhor it from my very heart. The reading of Mr. 
Wefley’s journal has been made a biefling to me, and I 
hope for victory over all my foes. 

Wednefday 30. I was led to fpeak very clofely at Peter 
eae hey to a congregation in which were many old peos 
ple; and then returned to Mr. Devoe’s, where I preached 
with freedoni, and enforced the duty of meeting ae 
among themfelves. 

Oetober t. I fet off for York ; preaching to a fmall come 
pany at Kingsbridge on my way. ‘This day I received a let- 
ter from my mother, informing me that fhe was very weak 
in body, and had an earneft delire to fee me once more Y 
fore fhe dies. 

October 3. Though I preached with liberty laft night, yee 
my mind was troubled to-day with temptations ; but earneft- 
ty defire to renew my covenant with GOD. Mr. Wright re« 
ceived a letter from Mr. Ve/ley, enforcing our rules and 
cifcipline. My defire is toefet loofe to every ereated ob 
ject, and through grace to be holy as my Lord is holy. 

Lord’s day 4. I felt divine afliftance in preaching both 
morning and evening; but was grieved at fociety-meeting, 
to fee the fteward defirous to let ftrangers in. 

Monday I wrote to Mr. Wefley, and communicated 
the true fentiments of my mind. 

Tuefday 6. This was a day of peace and reft to my 
fovl. After preaching at night with fome power, I fpoke 
to our fteward, whoie conduct did not altogether pleafe 
me—frequently avoiding to fpeak to me—abfenting himfelf 
from the meeting of the leaders—the appearance of difli- 


mulation—oppofing our rules—and coniulting perfons who 
were 
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members of our fociety. He appeared to be fomewhat af- 
fected by the converfation. 

Thurfday 8. In preaching both morning and evening, 
I had an opening of foul toward the people, and found my 
mind in peace. My greateft concern is to be altogether 
holy in heart. I met the fociety this evening, and told them 
plainly my mind relative to their ftate as a collective 
body. 

Friday 9. I met the leaders, and there were foine fharp 
debates. After much had been faid, I was charged with 
ufing Mr. N—— ill, in faying, He oppofed my meeting 
the fociety. Mr. L told me that I had already preach- 
ed the people away; and intimated that the whole work 
would be deftroyed by me. Perhaps this was becaufe I 
{poke fo freely to Mr. N. » and defired him to take 
care what company he kept. 

Saturday 10. I received a letter from Mr. Wefleys in 
which he required a ftri€t attention to difcipline; and ap- 
pointed me to act as afliftant. He alfo enjoined that Mr. Wi/- 
diams might not print any more books without his confent. 
I alfo received a letter from Mr. Williams, informing me 
of the ftate of matters in ALaryland; and that_it was ap- 
pointed for me to winter there. For this I intend to pre- 
pare. 

Lord’s day 11. Preached with power in the morning, 
and {pake freely to a large conregation in the evening. 
My foul is bleft with peace and love to GOD. 

Monday 12. Read one of Mr. We/fley’s fermons to the 
people, and believe fome felt it reproving them for evil 
fpeaking. My mind is ferene and comfortable. Part of 
Monday was fpent in meeting clafles; and on Tuefday 
morning at 5, I had many people and preached with life. 
My intention is to deal faithfully with all; and it is my 
real opinion, that I am not fo fenfible of faults in any other 
perfons, as in myfelf. Lord, help me to be faithful, and 
in all I do to glorify thee more than ever. My foul fele 
power this evening in preaching. , 

Wednefday. Went to New-tewn, but was not expected. 
However, we collected many people to hear the word. 


Ti i then 
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I then returned to York, and after preaching in the morning 
was engaged in fettling the clafles, making up fome bands, 
and meeting the children. I have reafon to be thankful, 
though my trials have been great from many quarters, they 
have not moved me. 

Friday 16. Preached in the morning, and felt refigned 
to any thing, having no choice, but am willing to go to 
the end of the world, if I can be holy and ufeful. 

Lord’s day 18. Preached in the morning with fome fen- 
fibility, and then went to hear Mr. Ingles, who delivered a 
profitable difcourfe on the education of children. He 
proved the neceflity, antiquity, and human authority of 
catechifing ; and made it evident, that in the primitive 
chalreh, the beft and ableft men were appointed for this 
work. He gave fome account of the fchool in Alexandria ; 
and told the audience, that in this duty there fhould be 
both precept and example, and fometimes feverity. In the 
evening I was enabled to {peak plainly to a large congrega- 
tion, from Deut. xxx. 19. I call heaven and earth to record 
againf? you this day, that I have fet before you life and death, 
blefing and curfing: therefore choofe life, that beth thou and 
thy feed may live. This day we had a love-feaft. Many 
people fpoke freely, but not long. This I have obferved 
more here than in England, that the people fpeak hort, 
and yet very full. 

Monday 19. Set off in the ftage for Philadelphia. The 
company was all pretty quiet except one young man, who 
frequently profaned the name of the Lord. It was my in- 
tention to reprove him, but waiting for a proper time, I 
found an opportunity when there was only one perfon with 
him, and then told him how he had grieved me. He re- 
ceived the admonition very well; and excufed himfelf by 
faying, he did not think of what he was doing. After- 
wards he feemed more careful. After dining at Brunfwict, 
we came to Princeton, a place I had long wifhed to fee 
for the fake of the pious Mr. Davis, late prefident of the 
college there. Here I met Mr. Boardman, and we both 
agreed in judgment about the afiairs of the focicty: and 
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Trenton ; but a drunken failor had locked up the court- 
houfe, fo was obliged to preach in a fchool-houfe, where 
we had a comfortable meeting; and alfo at 5 the next morn- 
ing, 

[Continued at page 297-] 


LETTER. 










[Motives and marks of growth.} 


Fo the moft loving and beft beloved, the fervants of Chrife in 
Taunton, grace and peace, 


Moft dear and tender friends, 





HOSE Iam, and whom under GOD I defire to 

ferve; to build you up in holinefs and comfort ; 

hath been through grace my great ambition. ‘This is that ‘ 

which I laboured for; this is that which I fuffer for: and 

in fhort, ‘the end of all my applications to you, and to i 
GOD for you. How do your fouls profper? Are they 
in a thriving cafe? What progrefs do you make in ‘ 
fanctification? Doth the houfe of San/ grow weak- ' 
er and weaker, and the houfe of David ftronger and 
‘ftronger? Beloved, I am jealous of you with a godly jea- 
loufy, left any of you fhould lofe ground in thefe declining 
times: and therefore cannot but be often calling upon you 
to look to your ftanding, and to watch and hold faft, that 
no man take your crown. Ah! how furely fhall you reap 
in the end, if you faint not! 






Se 






a Soe 










Take heed therefore that 
you lofe not the things you have wrought, but as you have 


begun well, fo go on in the ftrength of Chrift, and give f 

diligence to the full aflurance of hope to the end. 
Do you need motives 2] 1, How much are you behind ' 

hand? Oh, the fair advantages that we have loft!’ What Li 

time, what fabbaths, fermons, facraments, are upon the 

matter loft! How much work have we yet todo! Are x 


you 
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you fure of heaven yet? Are you fit to die yet? Sure- 
ly they that are under fo many great wants, had need to 
fet upon fome more thriving courfes. 

Secondly, Confider what cthers have gained, whilft we, # 
may be, fit down by the lofs: Have we not met many veflels 
richly laden, while our fouls are empty? Oh, the golden 
prizes that fome have won! While we have folded the hands 
to fleep, have not many of our own ftanding in religion, 
left us far behind them? 

Thirdly, Confider you will all find little enough when 
you come to die: ‘The wife among the virgins have no oil to 
{pare at the coming of the bridegroom; temptation and 
death will put all your graces to it. How much ado have 
many had at laft to put into this harbour! David cries 
for refpite till he had recovered a little more ftrength. 

Fourthly, Confider how fhort your time for gathering in 
probably is? ‘The Ifraelites gathered twice fo much man- 
na againft the fabbath as they did at other times, becaufe 
at that time there was no manna fell. Brethren, you 
know not how long you have to lay in for. Do you afk 
for marks, how you may know your fouls to be in a thriv- 
ing cafe? 

Firft, If your appetites be more fireng. Do you thirft af- 
ter GOD and grace, more than heretofore? Do your 
cares for and defires after the world abate? And do 
you hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs? Whereas you 
were wont to come with an ill-will to holy duties, do you 
now come to them as an hungry ftomach to its meat? 

Secondly, If your pulfes beat more even. Are you ftill off 
and on, hot and cold? Or is there qa more even fpun 
thread of holinefs through your whole courfe? Do you 
make - the ground from which you were formerly beat- 
en oft! 

Thirdly, If you do look more to the carrying on together the 
duties of doth tables. Do you not only look to the keeping 
vf your own vineyards, but do you lay out yourfelves for 
the good of others? and are ye filled with zealous defires 
for their converfion and falvation? Do you manage your 

talk and your trade, by the rules of religion? 


Do 





~~ Ve 
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Do you eat and fleep by rule f Doth religion form and 
mogk!, and dire&t your carriage towards hufbands,: wives, 
parents, children, matters, fervants? Do you grow more 
univerfally confcientious? Is piety more diffufive than ever 
with you? Doth it come more abroad with you, out of your 
clofets, into your houfes, your fhops, your fields? Doth 
it journey with you, and buy and fell for you? Hath it 
the cafting voice in all you do? 

Fourthly, If the duties of religion be more delightful to you. 
Do you take more delight in ‘the word than ever? Are 
you more in love with fecret prayer, and more abundant 
in it? Cannot you be content with your ordinary feafons, 
but are ever and anon making extraordinary vifits to heaven ? 
And upon all occafions turning afide to talk with GOD in 
fome fhort ejaculations? Are you often darting up your 
foul heavenwards? Is it meat and drink for you to do the 
willof GOD? Do you come off more freely with GOD, 
and anfwer his calls with more readine{s of mind ? 

Fifthly, If you are mere abundant in thofe duties which are 
niof? difpleafing to the flesh. Are you more earneft in morti- 
fication? Are you more ftrict and fevere than ever in the 
duty of daily felf-examination, and holy meditation? Do 
you hold the reins harder upon the fleth than ever? Do 
you keep a firicter watch upon your appetites? Do you 
{et a ftronger guard upon your tongues? Have you a more 
jealous eye upon your hearts ? 

Sixthly, If you grow more vile in your cwn eyes. Do you 
grow more out of love with men’s efteem, and fet lefs by 
it? Are you not marvellous tender of being flighted ? 
Can you rejoice to fee others preferred before you? Can 
you heartily value and love them that think meanly of 
you ? ; 

Seventhly, If you grow more quick of fenfe, more fenfble of 
divine influences, or withdrawings. Are you more afraid of 
fin than ever? Are your fins a greater pain to you than 
heretofore? Are your very infirmities your great afilic- 


tions? and the daily workings of corruption a continual 
grict of mind to you? 


I muft 
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I muft conclude abruptly, commending you to GOD, 
and can only tell you that I am 
Yours in the Lord Jefus, 


3. A. 





EE REE 





LETTE R. 


[From Mifs M. A—, to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 
Rev. Sir, 


S the end of your labour in the vineyard is the con 
verfion of fouls, it will give you much pleafure to 
be informed that my filter Nancy is truly converted. 

She fays, fhe often envied the happinefs of the people 
called Meéthodiits; and that not finding it in herfelf, con- 
cluded it was for want of knowing GOD. 

Mr. Eden’s converfation was much biefied to her, as ma- 
ny things he faid greatly affected her, But under your fer- 
mon on, Now is the accepted time, and now is the day 
of falvation,” her heart faid, this belongs to me. When 
you faid to me at fupper, “ Prefs forward, left your filter 
fhould get before you,” the word came home to her heart. 
When the retired, fhe prayed earneftly that it might be fo. 

In the morning, a little after you took leave of her, fhe 
could praife GOD, aster GOD: foon after, fhe commu- 
nicated it to her brother; and the next day joined the fo- 
ciety. The day following, coming over to fee me, I was 
quite aftonifhed; as fhe feemed fully to poffefs the faith 
which worketh by love. She now prayed, and fang the 
praifes of GOD continually; and wat fo full of the love 
of GOD, that the coula hardly contain herfelf. She feem- 
ed alfo to forget her food, while her fleep quite forfook her. 
She moft earneftly defired to receive the Lord’s fupper, 
and had no fear of death; but feared it was wrong to be 
fo happy, as fhe had felt fo little forrow for fin. 

The two things fhe formerly thought would be her greatcft 

crofs to part with, if ever fhe became ferious, fhe was 
: tried 
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tried with the next day; when behold! the mountain be- 
came a plain: for her right hand was cut off without much 
diMeulty! 

She faid fhe would go to her worldly acquaintance, and 
tell them what GOD had done for her foul: and alfo tell 
them how fhe muft live and act; and that if they would 
do fo too, fhe would continue their acquaintance ; put if 
not, fhe muft break it off. 

I know, Sir, you will blefs GOD with me, becatife he 
has given you a child, and-me a filter in the Lord. I 
now begin to hope that all our family will be brought to. 
the knowledge of the truth. How delightful is the thought! ‘ 
I blefs GOD that I can rejoice in Chrift Jefus! and have 
mo confidence in the flefh. Pray for me, reverend Sir, 
and believe me to be your moft affectionate and obliged 
fervant, 





M. A—. 
Feb, 20, 1773. 


RE Ne are 





A foort Account of the Death of Mrs. 8. BumstTep. 


EARING that my dear wife was in labour, I flew ' 
immediately to her affiftance, and found her almoft ; 

in the agonies of death; but perfectly fenfible and very : 
happy. cE 
When we judged her not able to pronounce one word 
diftinctly, fhe broke out, to my great furprife and comfort, 


«¢ Pil praife my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is loit in death, 
Praife fhall employ my nobler powers.” 






When fhe faw all about her in great affliction, fhe ens 
deavoured to comfort us by repeating the following words, 
; . 
«¢ Come-on, my partners in diftrefs, 
My comrades through the wilderne(s, 


Who * 
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Who ftiil your bodies feel ; 
Awhile forget your griefs and fearsy 
And look beyond this vale of tears ° 
. To that celeftial hill.” 

















When death feemed to appear fomething formidable, 
fhe cried, 






«¢ No, not Jordan’s ftream, nor death’s cold flood, 
Shall fright me from the fhore.” 






Again, fhe faid, 






«© Hark! they whifper! angels fay, 


Sifter {pirit, come away!” 





Then the dear creature extending her dying arms, as if 
juft going to fly away to her Saviour, faid, 






«© For me my elder brethren ftay, 
And angels beckon me away, 
And Jefus bids me come!” 







She then added, with unfpeakable rapture, 


«© © what are all my fufferings here, 
If Lord thou count me meet, 

With that enraptur’d hoft to appear, 

And worthip at thy feet!” 












I never before faw a dying creature fo fupported: and 
what I then felt, and do now feel on the ocgafion, is un- 
utterable! My heart feems ready to butft with grief and 
joy at the fame inftant! Surely no one ever ftood in more 
need of the prayers of chriftian friends than I do, who am 
tiow deprived of the comfort and afliitance of a moft wor- 
thy and engaging companion. 







D BUMSTED. 
London, O8. 4) 1773. 
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oF st Account of Mary Parkinson, of Lifurn, ia 
Ireland. 


ARY PARKINSON feared GOD from her 
M childhood, and often lamented her finful ttate; 
though fhe was ignorant of the nature and method of fal- 
vation! About eleven years ago, as one was giving out 
the following hymn, in her father’s houfe, 





en 


O let no gloomy critne, 
Pollute the rifing day ! 
Or Jefu’s blood, like evening dew, ®. 
Wath all the ftains away! 











fhe felt her meed of Chrift, and the fame night found 2 
clear fenfe of her acceptance with GOD. That wah, while 
afleep, fhe was in a kind of trance, and ‘faw the glory of 
heaven. Being waked, fhe cried out to thofe about her, 
* O come, and tafte the waters of life; for they are now 
running!” She alfo gave thanks for the comfortable fleep 
fhe had had, and feemed grieved that fhe awoke fo foon. 

From this time fhe was much in prayer for herfelf, the 
fuccefs of the gofpel, and the’ world in general. In this 
employment fhe frequently fpent whole nights: never tak« 
ing reft till fhe found power to believe. ‘Though for a long 
time fhe had been dreadfully afflicted with rheumatie pains, 
fhe was fupported under them by faith and prayer. 

About nine years ago (having now loft the ufe of her 
limbs) fhe was carried to a love-feaft, at Mr. G—’s, at 
which time her foul was filled with the pure love of GOD. 
From that time fhe was never heard to complain that ; 
GOD dealt hardly by her; but rejoiced evermore, prayed | 
without ceafing, and in every thing gave thanks. 

Being afked a little before her death, if. fhe found any t 
temptation ? the faid, * I am fometimes tempted to think 
that GOD deals hardly with me; but thefe temptations : 
all vanifh by looking unto fefys!” 

For fome years, her knees being drawn up to her breaft, 
fhe was forced to lie conftantly on one fide, til her bones 
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came nearly through her fkin. Accordingly, fhe was fo 
contracted, that when dead, her whole length was not 
quite two feet. She had alfo (befides conftant pain) been 
quite blind for fome time; and experienced very great po- 
verty. Yet in all this fhe was fo fupported, that fhe could 
praife the Lord continually. 

Some time before her-death, fhe faid, “ I fee the gate 
of heaven open to receive me; and hear the Lord fay, 
Come up, my love, my dove, my undefiled! He affures 
me I fhall enter in: feeing my robes are wafhed, and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. I fhall foon mount up as 
on the wings of an eagle, and be where pain and ficknefs, 
forrow and weeping, fhall be no more!” Having faid this, 
the fell afleep in Jefus, in the soth year of her age. 


April 5, 1785. 








Poetry. 


SHORT HYMNS. 


Exon. xxxiv. 6. Merciful and gracious. 


ERCIFUL GOD, thyfelf proclaim 
In this polluted breaft ; 
Mercy is thy diftinguifh’d narhe, 
Which fuits a finner beft ; 
Our mifery doth for pity call, 
Our fin implores thy grace; 
And thou art merciful to all 
Our loft apoftate race. 











POETRY. 


Exop. xxxiv. 6. Abundant in goodnef. 


HY goodnefs and thy truth to me, 
To every foul abound ; 
A vaft, unfathomable fea, 
Where all our thoughts are drown’d: 
Its ftreams the whole creation reach, 
So plenteous is the ftore: 
Enough for all, enough for each, 
Enough for evermore. - 
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Do. xxxiv. 6. Abundant in truth. 


See ge 


AITHFUL, O Lord, thy mercies are, 
A rock that cannot move ; 
A thoufand promifes declare i 
Thy conftancy of love: 
Throughout the univerfe it reigns | 
Unalterably fure ; 
And while the truth of GOD remains, 
‘Thy goodnefs mutt endure. 





Do. xxxiv. 7. Keeping mercy for thoufands. 
ESERVES of unexhautted grace 


Are treafur’d up in thee, 

For myriads of the fallen race, 

For all mankind and me: 
The flowing ftream continues: full, 

Till time its courfe hath run: 4 

And while eternal ages roll, } 

Thy mercy’ thall flow on. 


Nu MB. 
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Nous. xi. 27. There ran a young man, and teld Mofes, 
and faid, Eldad and Medad do prophefy in the camp. 


LDAD, they faid, and Aedad there, 
Irregularly bold, 
By Mofes uncommiflion’d dare 
A feparate meeting hold! 
And ftill whom none but heaven will owny 
Men whom the world decry, 
Men, authoriz’d hy GOD alone, 
Prefume to prophefy! 





Verfe 28. My lord Mofes, forbid thew, 


OW often have I blindly done 
What zealous Fo/bua did, 
Impatient to the rulers run, 
And cry’d, “ My /ords, forbid! 
«© Silence the f{chifmatics! conftrain 
“ ‘Their thoughts with ours t’ agree, 
** And facrifice the fouls of men 
« ‘To idol-unity!” 





Verfe 29. Lnvieft thou for my fake? 
OSES, the minifter of GOD, 


Rebukes our partial love, 
Who envy at the gifts beftow’d 
On thofe we difapprove! 
We do not our own fpirit know, 
Who with to fee fuppreft 
The men that Fe/w’s fpirit fhow, 
The men whom GOD hath bleft. 





